Running head: DISCUSSION QUESTIONS                                                                                 2

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS                                                                                                          2







DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
Name:
Institutional Affiliation:














Question 1
Interest groups promote democracy among members in that they end up protecting the interests of the minority (Gilens, & Page, 2014). The groups allow for freedom of expression thus ensuring that the rights of every individual are protected regardless of their background. For example, labor groups allow members to vote for their leaders who will fight to protect their interests. The democracy in labor allows members to choose the leader they deem most fit to protect their rights.
Interest groups also can provide positive solutions to a problem faced. Interest groups work on identifying a problem faced a group of individuals and instead work on finding a solution to this particular problem. Lastly, since the interest groups work in large numbers, they can create change (Gilens, & Page, 2014). Once they lobby behind a common goal, the interest groups can help unit people to advocate against or for a specific purpose thus creating a positive outcome. 
Interest groups are best in protecting the rights of minorities. However, in most cases, they end up creating problems for the parties considered to be on the wrong. For example, labor groups end up creating an environment which is unbearable for businesses to develop (Gilens, & Page, 2014). In such incidents, the conditions put forward might end up being unreasonable thus threatening the operations of a company or an organization. Interest groups thus work best for the rights of the minorities but might end up limiting the growth of the companies or organizations which are affected directly by their decisions. 
Question 2
Interest groups use lobbying and grass route campaigns as ways of reaching the intended audience. Lobbying is done directly at the national level (Gilens, & Page, 2014). The primary focus on this tactic is to influence the decisions of the government to be in the interest of the minority group. Lobbying by interest groups is likely to influence the decision made by the government on a particular issue. As a result, the outcome can be favorable to the people in the long run.
Grass-route campaigns, on the other hand, is a focus on influencing the public directly to support a particular issue. The public has the power of numbers and thus can easily influence the long-term decision by the government. It is essential to understand that grass route campaigns differ from lobbying due to the approach each takes. Both tactics can be used to influence a particular issue of interest but end up using a different strategy. 
The strategies used by lobbying and grass route campaigns can directly influence public policy and public opinion on particular issues (Gilens, & Page, 2014). For example, if there is an issue of increased fuel prices, grass route campaigns will easily make the people believe that the government is raising the prices for their benefit forgetting about the local citizen. Grass route campaigns mostly influence the public opinion on a particular issue. On the other hand, lobbying and grass route campaigns are both good tactics that can be used to influence the public policy within a government. 
Responses
Post 1
The post has provided insight into interest groups. Most particular, the writer has helped readers understand the reason why people join interest groups and how the groups end up helping them achieve their goals. Further, the author looks at how interest groups become important in legislation and creating positive outcomes for individuals. The post has thus provided a good insight into the topic but failed to look at the consequences that come with these interest groups. The users of this post will need to understand the various aspects surrounding interest groups to further judge on decisions made. In most cases, individuals do not realize how much interest groups affect individuals who are not within the particular interest. It is thus crucial for the author to provide this information which will make it easier for readers to look at it keenly and understand.
Post 2
In this post, the respondent looks at an illustration on how interest groups affect two sides of the economy. In the discussion, one can notice that the author of the posts focuses on letting the readers understand that a particular issue might be good for one individual but bad for another. The author looks at an example of rent regulation which is good for the consumers but bad for the landlords. When the government is formulating a policy, they mostly consider all the aspects to ensure that the decisions do not hurt every individual in the economy. The post can thus be considered relevant and detailed on a practical example of interest groups and how they affect the government and the community. Readers can understand the particular issue of interest in this case. It is important therefore to understand the conditions that exist before lobbying for a particular issue.
Post 3
In this post, the author looks at the different forms of interest groups. The author is keen to state that each interest group has its way of operation thus not all of them are extreme in their decisions. Notably, the author provides examples that can help in understanding more about these interest groups and how they influence the developments. The author has thus covered the topic extensively in such a way that readers can understand every aspect of the issue under discussion. Readers can understand the positive aspects of the interest groups and the negative aspects of the interest groups. Additionally, the use of examples is an excellent add-on due to their influence in solidifying the explanations helping readers to visualize the entire concept. The author also looks at some other factors that influence the performance of interest groups such as financial strength. The author notes that financial strength gives interest group more power for influence. 
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